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EXPLANATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.

1. 'T'he names should be recorded in chronological order.

2. The beauty of the book will be enhanced by using a plain black ink im making all entries. Pencil marks mar
the appearance of the register. '

3. 'The law requires that the first name should be written in full. To illustrate: write James E. Brown, not J. E.
Brown.

A 4. If a mistake should be made in an entry, it should be carefully erased.

5. Observe the following, when recording the names of members : use the third column under head of ““I'o whom Mar-
ried” only when a woman (whose name is already on the roll) marries, then insert in this column oz/y the surname of the man
to whom she is married. To illustrate: the name of Mary Jones appears on the register, she marries a Mr. Johnson;
simply find her name on the roll and write “Johnson” opposite her name in the column under “To whom Married.” This
obviates the necessity of recording her name in a new place, which would derange the chronological accuracy of the record.
Under the general heading, “ When and How Received,” write under the proper sub-heading only ¢%e date of reception.
Thus: “roJan.,’9o,” rather than “Jan. 10, '90,” or “]ariuary 10, 1890.” Inthecolumn, “ By whom Received,” write the name
of the preacher who officiates at the reception, and not the name of the pastor unless he receives the member in person.
Under the general heading, “ When and How Removed,” write under the proper sub-heading only the date of removal,
as in reception. ‘Thus: “15 Nov., ’90.” £

6 On the last double page of the book provision is made for the “ Annual Summary of Members. After the name
of the pastor is written, then write in the next column headed. “ Conference Year Ending,” on/y the date of the close of
the conference year. Thus: “ 10 Oct.,’90” Then write in figures in the proper place as indicated in the headings the whole
‘number of conversions, receptions or removals, during the conference year. In giving the totals include only the total
number received and removed. In making up the net increase or decrease do not take the difference between the total
number received and removed, but the difference between the total membership of the preceeding year and the member-
ship of the present year. Inthe column headed, ‘“ Present Number,” write the present number of members in the Church.

Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1890,
By THE Book AGENTS ox THE METHODIST EriscopAL CHURCH, SoUTH.
in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington.
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PREFATORY NOTE,

This book is published by the request of the Nashville Preachers’ Association. In our wide range of discussion the
subject of Church Registers came up. All in use are imperfect and therefore unsatisfactory. A committee was appointed.
Ample time was given them to examine and feport. Men who have served on missions, circuits, stations, and districts
were on this committee.

This Register is the result of their labors. The veterans of the Publishing House and the Officers of the General
Conference hereabouts say that it meets the demand. s

Afterward, the Committee on Publishing Interests of the General Conference of 1890, recommended it in the follow-
ing language:

“’They have carefully examined the Church Register referred to them and recommended by the Nashville Preach-
ers’ Association, and they respectfiilly recommend the adoption of the same by this General Conference, and that
the Book Agent is hereby instructed to publish an edition of the satne, and keep them in stock; and further, that
this General Conference earnestly recommend this Register to our Churches, and that it be procured whenever the
purchase of a new Church Register becomes necessary.”

R, K. YOUNG,

President of the Association.
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